
Name Shape Bark Leaf Flower or Fruit

Tree Walk 2 
Exotic trees in Pittville Park

Country  
of Origin 

China
It was introduced  
to Britain in 1754.

	 Paperbark Maple (Acer griseum) 
	 Deciduous 
Small tree with bark which peels away in 
papery layers
Leaves: turn red in autumn
Flowers: very small greeny yellow in April
Seeds: have “winged” cases which are carried 
by the wind 
Please do not peel the bark from the tree...
even if tempted, as it harms the tree.

Central  
China
Introduced to  
Britain in 1901.

1

2

Eastern North 
America
Introduced to 
Europe by the 
British and 
Spanish in 1629 
to be grown for 
making furniture.

3

	 Ginko (Ginko biloba) 
	 Deciduous 
Sole survivor of an ancient group of trees  
from the dinosaurs era of 200 million years 
ago – can grow up to 40m 
Leaves: a fan shape with two lobes  
(bi-loba means two lobes)                
Flowers: female trees have small flowers, 
male trees have catkins     
Fruits: can be “stinky”

	 American or Black Walnut
	 (Juglans niger)
Deciduous
Grows into a 30 -40m tree. The wood is 
highly valued for making furniture.
Leaves: Compound, ovate shaped
Flowers: It has both male and female  
catkins in May
Fruits: In autumn, the nuts are edible and 
enjoyed by the Pittville park squirrels.
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Exotic trees in Pittville Park

Country  
of Origin 

Mexico and 
Eastern 
America
Introduced 
to Britain in 
1681 by John 
Banister Wiles, 
a ‘missionary’ 
collector

Meditarenean 
region
Introduced to 
Britain in the  
16th century

5

Meditarenean 
and Asia
Introduced into 
Britain in 1638.  
One planted in 
Oxfordshire in 
1646 is still alive

4

6

	 Liquidamber or Sweet Gum  
	 (Liquidamber styraciflua) 
Deciduous 
The tree is sometimes known as  
‘the alligator tree’ (the bark texture).
A fragrant gum exudes from the tree and the 
starry five pointed leaves are fragrant when 
crushed. In autumn they turn an intense red.
Fruits: spiky hard balls of seeds

	 Holm Oak or Holly Oak  
	 (Quercus ilex) 
Evergreen broadleaf
Trees can grow to 20m high with a round 
dome-shaped top.
Leaves: of young trees are spikey 
like holly but smoother on older trees                                             
Fruits: acorns - a seed sitting in a cup

	 Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani) 
	 Evergreen conifer
Often found in mountain areas and can 
grow 40m tall. The wood is scented.                      
More than 4000 years ago the ancient 
Egyptians used it to make their boats.  
The bark is scaley and can be grey to  
dark brown.
Leaves: bluish-green needles        
Fruits: green to brown cones
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Country  
of Origin 

Hungary  
and other 
Eastern 
European 
counties.  
Also Asia
Introduced into 
Britain in 1767

Eastern  
North 
America
Probably 
introduced to 
Britain as early  
as 16th century

7

8

9 Northern 
Iran, south 
Azerbaijan  
around the 
Caspian Sea
Introduced to 
Europe by F.W. 
Parrot a German 
Naturalist about 
1829

	 Weeping Silver Lime
	 (Tilia tormentosa Petiolaris)
Deciduous
It has drooping branches
Leaves: heart-shaped dark green 
leaves which are pale underneath                            
Flowers: give off a scent that bees cannot 
resist
This Pittville tree is on the UK Champion Tree 
Register as one of the best examples in the UK    

	 Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) 
	 Deciduous broadleaf
The trees can grow to 50m and can  
be found throughout Cheltenham.
Leaves: have four lobes and are quite 
distinctive in shape
Flowers: in spring resemble creamy  
yellow tulips
Fruits: In a cone of 60-70 light scales which 
will break apart and blow away in the wind            

	 Persian Ironwood  
	 (Parrotia persica) 
Deciduous
It is a small tree growing 8 to 10m.
Flowers: tiny maroon velvet tufts which 
appear in February before the leaves                               
Leaves:  change from geen to bright red in 
the autumn
The wood is so dense that even the smallest 
piece sinks in water!
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East Side of  
Pittville Park

1. Ginko

3. Black Walnut

4. Liquidamber

5. Holm Oak

6. Cedar of Lebanon

7. Weeping Silver Lime

9. Persian Ironwood
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Tree Walk 2 
Exotic trees in Pittville Park

100m

Scale

2. Paperback Maple

8. Tulip Tree



A Map of the World 



Notes on Tree Walk 2 
Exotic trees in Pittville Park

Note to Teachers
  

An interesting group of 9 trees has been selected for this walk all of which have been introduced to Britain in the last 500 years from  
around the world.

Observe the trees as you walk round and find out:

•	 Where are the countries, the trees originate from, located in the world (mark them on the world map) and how did these trees get to Britain?
•	 Who brought the trees to Britain and why did they come when they did?
•	 Some of the trees have interesting properties, how were they used or are they used today?
•	 Should we grow these exotic trees or native trees?

Other notes:


