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The charity is an association with a constitution. The trustees are elected by the membership. 

Further details about the charity can be found at www.friendsofpittville.org.uk 

In summary, the objects of the charity are to promote the use, preservation, improvement and 

conservation of the environment, facilities and heritage of Pittville Park and the open spaces of the 

historic Pittville Estate for public benefit. 

The charity’s main activities are: 

- Working parties in the Park and other green spaces, under the guidance of Cheltenham 

Borough Council’s community park rangers 

- Disseminating information about Pittville and its open spaces on a website, quarterly 

newsletters, emails and noticeboards and through occasional public events and other events 

http://www.friendsofpittville.org.uk/


- Researching and publishing information about Pittville’s past. 

- Organising a range of events for members and to raise funds to support the charity’s 

activities  

- Undertaking major projects to enhance Pittville’s environment. 

Funding for the charity’s activities come from members’ subscriptions and donations, and 

fundraising events, and, for major projects, fundraising campaigns and grant applications. 

Despite losing some members during the year, 52 new members have raised the membership total 

to 362. 

There are various groups of volunteers including the nearly 40 Green Space volunteers, the 8 

regular researchers in the Pittville History Works group, 35 volunteers who deliver newsletters, plus 

ad hoc groups to run events and projects. 

 

Major achievements during the year: 

The year-round, bi-monthly Green Space working parties have undertaken the usual regular 

gardening, maintenance and litter picking, in all weathers. They have also made significant 

improvements in several areas, including clearing the shrubberies near the Pump Room and 

painting the Scout hut on Central Cross Drive. Another highlight was a Time Team-like excavation, 

supervised by experts from GlosArch, of the site of a flight of steps in front of the Pump Room. The 

steps had disappeared but evidence was found revealing their exact location and size. The working 

parties were organised by Chris Archibald with help from Martin Jones. A total of over 900 

volunteer hours was recorded for the reporting year. 

The work of the volunteers helped to maintain the award of Green Flag and Green Heritage Site 

Accreditation status for Pittville Park (first awarded in August 2016).  

The Pittville History Works group, organised by Hilary and John Simpson, has added information 

about another nearly 200 locations (390 in total) and over 3,000 people (10,464 in total) to the 

group’s web site, as well as biographies and historic maps, and phase 1 of the project (covering the 

original Pittville Estate 1841-1901) is now complete. Phase 2 will extend the project chronologically, 

geographically and thematically. The information, and additional detail, is freely accessible at 

www.http://pittvillehistory.org.uk. PHW information was used for the Pittville episode of the TV 

programme The Great Interior Design Challenge aired in January. The group’s achievements were 

recognised by an award from the Cheltenham Arts Council in March. 

Other regular activities include the publication of a quarterly newsletter (put together by Sandy 

Marshall with the distribution organised by Gloria Jones), with two editions in colour for the first 

time this year, plus occasional talks and guided walks for groups, and a drop-in coffee morning for 

members at the Sudeley Arms on the last Wednesday of each month. FOP had a stall at the two 

http://www.http/pittvillehistory.org.uk


Cheltenham Horticultural Society shows at the Pump Room and put on an exhibition about the 

history of the Pump Room at the August Show. Again this year FOP members organised events for 

the Heritage Open Days in September including two walks, the opening of the Pump Room and 

three ‘underground’ spaces in Pittville. 

FOP has been awarded a Community Pride grant of £1000 to produce on-line educational 

information about the Park for use by schools. Co-ordinated by Chris Archibald FOP members gave 

briefings on our work for 100 students taking part in the National Citizen Service. A group of the 

students chose to undertake a FOP-related project – to paint the duck feed dispenser and produce a 

poster. The dispenser, managed by Fiona Clarke, produces regular income for FOP and the St 

Vincent’s and St George’s Association. 

Events held during the year to supplement FOP funds included a well-attended quiz night in 

February (organised by member Amanda Slayton-Joslin), a plant sale in May (organised by Chris 

Archibald and David Richards), and a garden party for members in late July. These raised over 

£1300 in total. A lunch for members, with entertainment written by John Simpson, was held in 

November at the East India Café which kindly donated £175 for FOP funds. In November and 

March, organised by Henry Williams and Chris Archibald, FOP members manned a car park for race 

goers. Over £4000 was raised which will be allocated to the proposed improvement project for the 

Upper Lake and Pump Room character areas, for which an initial masterplan is currently being 

prepared. 

The most significant event of the year for FOP was the news that we had been chosen to receive the 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, the highest national award for voluntary organisations. 

We received the award and certificate from the Lord-Lieutenant for Gloucestershire at a ceremony 

which took place in the Park in July. 
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